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twelve. Arrange forty ciphers in a circular form, as ] 
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then, beginning at the first, mark every twelfth one with 
a cross; continue in this manner, taking care to pass over 
those already crossed, still proceeding circularly, till the 
required number of places has been marked ; if you then 
count the places of the marked cyphers, those on which 
the lot falls will be easily known : in the present case 
they are the 7th, the 8th, the 10th, the 12th, the 21st, 
the 22d, the 24th, the 54th, the 35th, and the 36th. 

A captain, obliged to decimate his company, might em- 
ploy this expedient, to make the lot fall upon those most 
culpable. 

It is related that Josephus, the historian, saved his life 
by means of this expedient. Having fled for shelter to a 
cavern, with forty other Jews, after Jotapat had been 
taken by the Romans, his companions resolved to kill 
each other rather than surrender. Josephus tried to dis- j 
made them from their horrid purpose, but not being able 
to succeed, he pretended to coincide with their wishes, 
and retaining the authority he had over them as their 
chief, to avoid the disorder which would necessarily be 
the consequence of this cruel execution, if they should 



kill each other at random, he prevailed- ofl them to ar- 
range themselves in order, and, beginning to count from 
one end to a certain number, to put to death the person 
on whom that number should fall, until there remained 
only one, who should kill himself. Having all agreed to 
this proposal, Josephus arranged them in such a manner, 
and placed himself in such a position, that when the 
slaughter had been continued to the end, he remained 
viih only one more person, whom he persuaded to live 
Such is the story related of Josephus by Hegesippus; 
but we are far from warranting the truth of it. However, 
by applying to this case the method above indicated, and 
supposing that every third person was to be killed, it will 
be found that the two last places on which the lot fell 
were the 16th and 31st; so that Josephus must have 
placed himself in one of these, and the person he was de- 
sirous of saving, in the other. 

QUERIES IN GEOMETRICAL PROGRESSION. 

1 . A man has a wolf, a goat, and a cabbage, to carry 
over a river; but being obliged to transport them one by 
one, on account of the smallness of the boat, in what man- 
ner is this to be done, that the wolf may not be left with 
the goat, nor the goat with the cabbage ? 

2. Three jealous husbands, with their wives, having to 
cross a river at a ferry, find a boat without a boatman ; 
but the boat is so small that it can contain no more 
than two of them at once. How can these six persons 
cross the river, two and two, so that none of the women 
shall be left in company with any of the men, unless when 
her husband is present ? 




CASTLETOWN HOUSE, COUNTY OF DUBLIN, 



The superb and elegant seat of Colonel Conolly, M.P., 
two miles beyond Leixlip, and ten from the Castle of 
Dublin. This noble edifice, erected in the Grecian style 
of architecture, is generally considered as one of the finest 
in the kingdom. It is built entirely of hewn stone, and 
contains a range of thirteen windows in each of the three 
stories. A colonade, supported by nine columns on each 
side, joins the house to the two wings, which are each 
two stories high, and seven windows in breadth. The 
apartments are elegantly finished ; the grand stair-case 
U very magnificent, and ornamented with brass balus- 



trades. The demesnes and plantations a^out the house 
are extensive and beautiful. 

Here may be seen, amongst many other natural pro- 
ductions, the largest cedar and vine tree perhaps in the 
kingdom. The view from the house (owing to the quan- 
tity of full grown timber) is rather limited to the neigh, 
bouring objects. The river winds through the lawn in 
many a fantastic form, as if it were consciously struggling 
to avoid the manufacturing uses and dirty sewers by 
which it is contaminated in its entrance into the city. 

Tallow, Sept, 1834, E. H. 
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